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Hardcopy Guide for Gathering Input Values for the Home Energy Saver Website
http://hes.lbl.gov

The following pages contain screen captures that look more or less as they will appear
when you go through the on-line version of the Home Energy Saver web site.

Print this worksheet ahead of time and use it at your leisure to gather information to enter
into the website during your session.

Many of the input questions have supporting help screens, which can be reached by
clicking on the blue hyperlink on the live site.  In many cases, there is a discrete list of
choices, which you will be able to see when you click on the “popup” arrow on the live
site.  In some cases, we have reproduced those lists here.

Start here by
simply
entering your
zip code
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After entering your zip code,
you will see some preliminary
results for typical homes in your
area, followed by this list of
questions.

These are preliminary questions
that will help you customize the
results to reflect your particular
house.

More details can be entered by
clicking on the categories at the
top of this page (e.g. General
Info, Heating & Cooling, Water
Heating, etc…).

This further level of detail is
optional.  The more categories
you select and complete, the
more accurately the results will
reflect the conditions in your
home.

See “Heating & Cooling Equipment” screen (below) for options

Find this
information
on your
energy bills.

You can
enter either
the average,
or (for
electricity
only) the
exact tariff
you have.

OPTIONS
• Slab-on-grade

foundation
• Unconditioned

basement
• Conditioned

basement
• Unvented

crawlspace
• Vented

crawlspace

This list of options is at the
top of every page in the
calculator area.  The
following sheets in this
handout show the input forms
you will reach by clicking on
these categories.
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If you choose something other
than a rectangle, you will see a
subsequent screen that will ask
you to enter the dimensions (in
feet) for the various edges of
your house

6 to 20 feet, in 1-foot
increments

1 to 4
stories

We offer nearly 300
locations from which to
choose around the
United States.  If your
town is not available,
select one that you
believe to have similar
weather conditions.

1 to 4
stories



4

OPTIONS
• Slab on grade
• Unconditioned basement
• Conditioned basement
• Unvented crawlspace

Vented crawlspace

Select the insulation
value of the
insulation itself (e.g.
R15 (6-7 inches),
rather than an
estimated value for
the entire wall cross
section (exterior
cladding, plus
insulation, plus
interior wall
material)

None, R-5,
R-11, or R-
19

R-0 to R-
38
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 (Walls Continued)
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“Front” will
correspond to the
direction you say
the house is
facing on the
“House Shape
and Size” input
screen.

The “U” factor is
“1” divided by the
“R-value”.
Information on U-
factors and R-values
is available from the
door manufacturer.



7

These areas (in square feet) are the
COMBINED areas of all windows on each
side of the house.  For example, if you have 4
windows that are each 2 feet tall by 4 feet
wide, the area to enter is 4 x (2 x 4), or 32
square feet.

When buying a new window,
it will probably come with a
label that provides these
values.
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When buying a new skylight,
it will probably come with a
label that provides these
values.
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If you select a “Programmable” thermostat  in
the previous screen, and indicate that you
change the settings, you will be taken to this
screen where you should enter the heating and
cooling schedule and temperatures that you’ve
programmed into the thermostat.

OPTIONS
• Conditioned

(heated/cooled) space
• Unconditioned basement

or unvented crawlspace
• Vented crawlspace
• Unconditinoed attic
• Unknown

OPTIONS
• No, I have a separate boiler and water heater
• Combination boiler and water heater with tankless coil

for water heating
• Combination boiler with indirect tank for water heating
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Can
usually be
found on
the heating
equipment
label

This can be
estimated by
dividing the
“Output
BTUs” by
the “Input
BTUs”,
usually noted
on the
equipment
label.

OPTIONS
• None
• Central gas furnace
• Room (through-the-wall) gas
furnace
• Propane (LPG) furnace
• Oil furnace
• Electric furnace
• Electric heat pump
• Electric baseboard heater
• Gas boiler
• Oil boiler
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OPTIONS
• None
• Central air

conditioner
• Room air

conditioner
• Electric heat pump

Can
usually be
found on
the heating
equipment
label
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OPTIONS
• Don’t have/don’t use
• Natural Gas or Propane
• Electricity

OPTIONS
• Don’t have/don’t use
• Natural Gas or Propane
• Electricity

OPTIONS
• Don’t have/don’t use
• Natural Gas or Propane
• Electricity

Don’t have/don’t use to 10
hours/week

Don’t have/don’t use to 10
loads/week
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If you choose “Option 1” in
the first Lighting question,
the following table will
appear, with one row for
each room and light fixture
indicated in the first table.
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These four screens list a large number of common
“small” appliances, organized by type of use (e.g.
“Entertainment”).  On the last of these four pages is
an option to create a custom appliance, if you have
something not shown on this page.  The more
accurately and completely you answer these
questions, the more accurate will be your estimated
energy use.
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OPTIONS
• I don’t have a spa
• Spa is heated 24 hours per day with

electricity
• Spa is heated 24 hours per day with gas
• Spa is heated only during use with

electricity
• Spa is heated only during use with gas

OPTIONS
• 1/6 horsepower
• 1/10 horsepower
• 1/3 horsepower
• 1/2 horsepower

50 to 1000 feet, in
50-foot increments

OPTIONS
• Typical: 40%
• Efficient: 60%

OPTIONS
5 minutes to 3.5 hours
per day, with garden
hose

OPTIONS
0 to 24
hours, in 1-
hour
increments


